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heavier risks than houses set well back in a cul-de-sac with few
passers-by.
The presence of numerous children increases the necessity for
care in surveys because defects not dangerous to adults may give
rise to serious claims for accidents to children.
It must be ascertained whether the owner or the tenant is
responsible for (a) external and (b) internal repairs. The owner
will not generally be liable for accidents through defects which
it is not his duty to remedy.
Shops
Many of the features mentioned under the heading of houses
and tenements here likewise need attention. The tenant is
usually liable for repairs, but where the owner retains responsi-
bility for the state of the structure, the risk of accidents may be
greater than with houses, on account of the larger number of
persons likely to visit the premises. For this reason, too, there
will be a greater tendency for floor boards and door steps to
become dangerous through wear and, in consequence, periodical
inspection of the properties will be necessary. Shops are rarely
set back from the pavement and, as they are usually situated in
more important streets with a large number of persons likely to
pass by, the state of the roof, gutterings and the like, is
important.
Offices
The age and suitability of the premises for offices must be
considered as well as wear and tear occasioned by the number of
persons who use the premises. The condition of the staircase,
and adequacy of natural and artificial lighting, where this is
the concern of the proposer, require investigation. If large
office blocks are proposed, the external structure needs examina-
tion; if portions of decaying stonework fall in busy streets, they
may cause serious accidents.
Where the owner retains control of a portion of the premises
as, for example, a common staircase, his duty to users will be
greater than if he retains no such control. In the former event,
the arrangements for lighting the staircase require comment.
It must be ascertained who is responsible for turning on the
lights and for putting them out and whether there is any risk
of lights being extinguished before all the tenants have entered
or left the building.
Warehouses, Factories and other Business Premises
The considerations already mentioned as regards houses, shops
and offices apply, in the main, to these types of risks. In par-

